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A Partnership for Safe Chemical Weapons Destruction 

National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) 

What is NEPA? 
!! Signed into law January 1, 1970. 

!! First major environmental law in the United States which 
established national environmental policies. 

!! Federal agencies are required to determine if their proposed actions 
have significant environmental effects, and to consider the 
environmental and related social and economic effects of their 
proposed actions. 

!! Disclosure document that provides information to the public on 
major Federal actions. 

!! NEPA applies to a very wide range of federal actions that include, 
but are not limited to, federal construction projects, plans to 
manage and develop federally owned lands, and new operational 
programs, and activities. 
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Types of NEPA Documentation 

Environmental Assessment (EA) 
!! Determine the significance of environmental effects  
!! Look at alternative means to achieve the agency’s objectives  
!! It is a concise document that: 

–! Provides sufficient evidence and analysis for determining whether 
to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)  

–! Aids an agency’s compliance with NEPA when no EIS is necessary 
–! Facilitates preparation of an EIS when one is necessary  

!! An EA should include brief discussions of: 
–! The purpose and need for the proposal 
–! Alternative courses of action for any proposal which involves 

unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 
resources, 

–! The environmental impacts of the proposed action and 
alternatives   

–! A listing of agencies and persons consulted 
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Types of NEPA Documentation 

Record of Environmental Consideration (REC)  
!! Reference if the action is already covered in a previous NEPA 

document: EA or EIS or 
!! Document a Categorical Exclusion (CE) 

–! The agency studies categories of actions in previous EAs and will 
incorporate them as CEs after finding their execution has no 
significant impact on the environment. 

–! Agencies codify a list of CEs specific to their operations when 
they develop or revise their NEPA implementing procedures in 
accordance with the Council on Environmental Quality’s NEPA 
regulations. 

–! In these cases, the draft agency procedures are published in the 
Federal Register, and a public comment period is required.  

 1 A Citizen’s Guide to the NEPA, Executive Office of the President, Council on Environmental Quality, 
December 2007 
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Types of NEPA Documentation 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
!! A Federal agency must prepare an EIS if it is proposing a major 

federal action that may significantly effect the quality of the human 
environment. 

!! The regulatory requirements for an EIS are more detailed than the 
requirements for an environmental assessment or a record of 
environmental consideration. 

!! Environmental impact statements shall be analytic rather than 
encyclopedic. (40 CFR 1502.2(a)) 

5 

(Continued) 



A Partnership for Safe Chemical Weapons Destruction 

Navigating the Environmental 
Assessment 

    The First Place to Look in the EA 
is page i 

 
    This page includes a short 

description of what is contained 
in each section of the EA. 

    The next several pages of this 
packet will provide a description 
of each of those sections and 
highlight where you can find key 
information you may be 
interested in. 

 
ORGANIZATION OF THIS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION summarizes the purpose of and need 
for the proposed action and provides relevant background information 
about the chemical agents and munitions to be destroyed at the BGAD 
under this proposed action. 
 
SECTION 2 PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES describes in 
detail the proposed action and the no-action alternative, as well as 
other alternatives to the proposed action. 
 
SECTION 3 THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND POTENTIAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES describes the existing environmental resources that 
could be affected by the proposed action and identifies the potential 
environmental impacts of implementing the proposed action and of 
the no-action alternative. 
 
SECTION 4 CONCLUSIONS summarizes the findings about the 
potential environmental impacts for the proposed action and no-action 
alternative, and makes a recommendation on whether to proceed with 
a draft Finding of No Significant 
Impact. 
 
SECTION 5 PERSONS CONTACTED AND CONSULTED provides a 
listing of those individuals who were contacted to provide data and 
information for the analyses in this EA, as well as those who 
contributed to the preparation of this 
EA through their analyses and expert reviews. 
 
SECTION 6 REFERENCES provides bibliographic information for cited 
reference materials. 
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Navigating the Environmental 
Assessment continued 

 SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION  
 summarizes the purpose of and 
need for the proposed action 
and provides relevant 
background information about 
the chemical agents and 
munitions to be destroyed at the 
BGAD under this proposed 
action. 

  Key Areas: 
 -   1.1.1 (The BGAD Inventory of Mustard-Filled 
Munitions) – Describes the potential feed 
materials to be processed through an EDT 
 -   1.2 (Overview of Proposed Action) and 1.3 
(Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action) – 
Describes the intent to use an EDT and provides 
the rationale for that intent 
 -   1.4.1 (Framework) and 1.4.2 (Approach) – 
Provides a clear description of how the analysis 
was conducted 

 

 
ORGANIZATION OF THIS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION summarizes the purpose of and need 
for the proposed action and provides relevant background information 
about the chemical agents and munitions to be destroyed at the BGAD 
under this proposed action. 
 
SECTION 2 PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES describes in 
detail the proposed action and the no-action alternative, as well as 
other alternatives to the proposed action. 
 
SECTION 3 THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND POTENTIAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES describes the existing environmental resources that 
could be affected by the proposed action and identifies the potential 
environmental impacts of implementing the proposed action and of 
the no-action alternative. 
 
SECTION 4 CONCLUSIONS summarizes the findings about the 
potential environmental impacts for the proposed action and no-action 
alternative, and makes a recommendation on whether to proceed with 
a draft Finding of No Significant 
Impact. 
 
SECTION 5 PERSONS CONTACTED AND CONSULTED provides a 
listing of those individuals who were contacted to provide data and 
information for the analyses in this EA, as well as those who 
contributed to the preparation of this 
EA through their analyses and expert reviews. 
 
SECTION 6 REFERENCES provides bibliographic information for cited 
reference materials. 
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Navigating the Environmental 
Assessment continued 

 SECTION 2 - PROPOSED 
ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 
describes in detail the proposed 
action and the no-action 
alternative, as well as other 
alternatives to the proposed 
action. 
  
 Key Areas: 
 While there is no specific portion of this section 
to highlight here, if you want more details for 
each of the alternatives being considered (the 
different EDT systems), it can be found in this 
section. There are photos of each system as well 
as detailed descriptions. 

 

 
ORGANIZATION OF THIS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION summarizes the purpose of and need 
for the proposed action and provides relevant background information 
about the chemical agents and munitions to be destroyed at the BGAD 
under this proposed action. 
 
SECTION 2 PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES describes in 
detail the proposed action and the no-action alternative, as well as 
other alternatives to the proposed action. 
 
SECTION 3 THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND POTENTIAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES describes the existing environmental resources that 
could be affected by the proposed action and identifies the potential 
environmental impacts of implementing the proposed action and of 
the no-action alternative. 
 
SECTION 4 CONCLUSIONS summarizes the findings about the 
potential environmental impacts for the proposed action and no-action 
alternative, and makes a recommendation on whether to proceed with 
a draft Finding of No Significant 
Impact. 
 
SECTION 5 PERSONS CONTACTED AND CONSULTED provides a 
listing of those individuals who were contacted to provide data and 
information for the analyses in this EA, as well as those who 
contributed to the preparation of this 
EA through their analyses and expert reviews. 
 
SECTION 6 REFERENCES provides bibliographic information for cited 
reference materials. 
 
 

i   
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A Partnership for Safe Chemical Weapons Destruction 

Navigating the Environmental 
Assessment continued 

 SECTION 3 - THE AFFECTED 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES describes the 
existing environmental resources 
that could be affected by the 
proposed action and identifies 
the potential environmental 
impacts of implementing the 
proposed action and of the no-
action alternative. 

 Key Areas: 
 Again, While there is no specific portion of this 
section to highlight here, This section can be 
used as a resource to understand all the areas 
that were considered for potential impacts: Land 
Use, Air Quality, Water Resources, Human Health 
and Safety, Ecological Resources, Socio 
Economics, Environmental Justice, Noise, Waste 
Management, and Resource Requirements. 

 
ORGANIZATION OF THIS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION summarizes the purpose of and need 
for the proposed action and provides relevant background information 
about the chemical agents and munitions to be destroyed at the BGAD 
under this proposed action. 
 
SECTION 2 PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES describes in 
detail the proposed action and the no-action alternative, as well as 
other alternatives to the proposed action. 
 
SECTION 3 THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND POTENTIAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES describes the existing environmental resources that 
could be affected by the proposed action and identifies the potential 
environmental impacts of implementing the proposed action and of 
the no-action alternative. 
 
SECTION 4 CONCLUSIONS summarizes the findings about the 
potential environmental impacts for the proposed action and no-action 
alternative, and makes a recommendation on whether to proceed with 
a draft Finding of No Significant 
Impact. 
 
SECTION 5 PERSONS CONTACTED AND CONSULTED provides a 
listing of those individuals who were contacted to provide data and 
information for the analyses in this EA, as well as those who 
contributed to the preparation of this 
EA through their analyses and expert reviews. 
 
SECTION 6 REFERENCES provides bibliographic information for cited 
reference materials. 
 
 

i   
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A Partnership for Safe Chemical Weapons Destruction 

Navigating the Environmental 
Assessment continued 

 SECTION 4 - CONCLUSIONS  
 summarizes the findings about 
the potential environmental 
impacts for the proposed action 
and no-action alternative, and 
makes a recommendation on 
whether to proceed with a draft 
Finding of No Significant Impact. 

 Key Areas: 
 *This section is the key 
section for the entire 
document. It is 14 pages long and 
summarizes the impacts for the proposed action 
in all areas of analysis to include; Land Use, Air 
Quality, Surface Water Resources, etc. These 
summaries are all presented separately if there 
are specific areas that you are interested in. Most 
are short and concise to provide an immediate 
impression of the impacts.  

 

 
ORGANIZATION OF THIS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION summarizes the purpose of and need 
for the proposed action and provides relevant background information 
about the chemical agents and munitions to be destroyed at the BGAD 
under this proposed action. 
 
SECTION 2 PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES describes in 
detail the proposed action and the no-action alternative, as well as 
other alternatives to the proposed action. 
 
SECTION 3 THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND POTENTIAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES describes the existing environmental resources that 
could be affected by the proposed action and identifies the potential 
environmental impacts of implementing the proposed action and of 
the no-action alternative. 
 
SECTION 4 CONCLUSIONS summarizes the findings about the 
potential environmental impacts for the proposed action and no-action 
alternative, and makes a recommendation on whether to proceed with 
a draft Finding of No Significant Impact. 
 
SECTION 5 PERSONS CONTACTED AND CONSULTED provides a 
listing of those individuals who were contacted to provide data and 
information for the analyses in this EA, as well as those who 
contributed to the preparation of this 
EA through their analyses and expert reviews. 
 
SECTION 6 REFERENCES provides bibliographic information for cited 
reference materials. 
 
 

i   
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A Partnership for Safe Chemical Weapons Destruction 

Navigating the Environmental 
Assessment continued 

 SECTION 5 - PERSONS 
CONTACTED AND CONSULTED  
 - provides a listing of those 
individuals who were contacted to 
provide data and information for the 
analyses in this EA, as well as those 
who contributed to the preparation 
of this EA through their analyses and 
expert reviews. 
 SECTION 6 - REFERENCES  
 - provides bibliographic information 
for cited reference materials. 
 APPENDICES 
 - EDT technology equipment, 
emission parameters and emitted 
chemicals of possible concern 

 

 
ORGANIZATION OF THIS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION summarizes the purpose of and need 
for the proposed action and provides relevant background information 
about the chemical agents and munitions to be destroyed at the BGAD 
under this proposed action. 
 
SECTION 2 PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES describes in 
detail the proposed action and the no-action alternative, as well as 
other alternatives to the proposed action. 
 
SECTION 3 THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND POTENTIAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES describes the existing environmental resources that 
could be affected by the proposed action and identifies the potential 
environmental impacts of implementing the proposed action and of 
the no-action alternative. 
 
SECTION 4 CONCLUSIONS summarizes the findings about the 
potential environmental impacts for the proposed action and no-action 
alternative, and makes a recommendation on whether to proceed with 
a draft Finding of No Significant 
Impact. 
 
SECTION 5 PERSONS CONTACTED AND CONSULTED provides a 
listing of those individuals who were contacted to provide data and 
information for the analyses in this EA, as well as those who 
contributed to the preparation of this 
EA through their analyses and expert reviews. 
 
SECTION 6 REFERENCES provides bibliographic information for cited 
reference materials. 
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Current Environmental 
Assessment Schedule 

!! End 30 day Public Comment Period – July 24, 2013 
 
!! If Draft Finding of No Significant Impact Stands, a 

Final Finding of No Significant Impact will be 
Announced Mid-August 



A Partnership for Safe Chemical Weapons Destruction 

Additional Information 

Submit comments on draft Finding of No Significant 
Impact to PEO ACWA Headquarters: 

–! On line submission form: https://www.peoacwa.army.mil 
–! Fill out public comment form and leave at designated area 
–! Mail or FAX the public comment form to: 
–! Program Executive Office, ACWA 

5183 Blackhawk Road  
ATTN: SFAE-ACW-RM  
Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 21010-5424 
FAX: 410-436-1992  

!! Questions about the NEPA process may be directed to the 
Blue Grass Chemical Stockpile Outreach Office, or PEO ACWA 
Public Affairs Office. 
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Questions ? 
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